50                               LORD   CARSON
In the following year Carson appeared for the defence
in a far more celebrated and tragic murder trial, which was
reported all over the English-speaking world.
On the 2nd April,   1882,,  Mrs.   Henry Smythe, of 33
FitzWilliam Place, Dublin, took her two girls, who had just
been introduced to Dublin society, on an Easter visit to the
beautiful  country  mansion, Barbavilla House, (Jo, West-
mcath, the seat of their uncle, Barlow Smythc% Justice of the
Peace and senior Deputy-Lieutenant of the County. Other
districts might be dangerous enough and some landlords
might be in danger, but it surely seemed that Mr- Smythe
and his guests would be safe enough in hitt lovely Georgian
home- Until just the other clay he had not evicted a tenant
for fifty years : the most amicable relations existed between
him and his tenantry. He had rerently sent a circular to all
of them, generously offering to each and all of them the free
registration of reduced rents before the now Land Com-
mission,, with all legal costs to be charged to the estate* This
circular letter had begun with the words, " My friends,9*
It was true that he had recently evicted a farmer named
Riggs, who had rented a large farm, and had refused to
pay rent for years, He had offered land to RiggH at a nominal
rent, and even to pay him an annuity to protect him and his
family* But Riggs refused to accept these oilers, and it was
understood that he had some organisation behind htm* He
had been a Fenian in old days. However, it could hardly
be probable that the other  tenants would  take strong
measures against their generous landlord for the sake of one
obstinate and foolish old man, who was clearly in the
wrong. At all events, Mr. Barlow Smythe, who loved Ire*
land and had spent his whole life at Barbavilla, working
among and on behalf of his tenantry, had the greatest
confidence in his people. He had in his time received many
threats. But they had come to nothing; and he was an old
man now, quite confident and fearless*
There was a happy house-party at Barbavilla j there
were two young officers asked by the young ladies, and a
kinswoman of the family, Lady Harriett Monk, who was
also a personal friend to the Queen. The day after Mrs,